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SUBJECT: KREISKY ON HEALTH OF BREZHNEV AND STATE OF 
SOVIET LEADERSHIP 

REF: A) VIENNA 01734, B) MOSCOW 2055, C) COPENHAGEN 1022 

1 . 1 CALLED ON CHANCELLOR KREISKY ON FEBRUARY 17 TO GET 
HIS VIEWS ON RESULTS OF HIS RECENT WORKING TRIP TO MOSCOW 
(REFTEL A). IN COURSE OF OUR DISCUSSION, KREISKY NOTED 
THAT HE HAD LENGTHY (90 MINUTES) PRIVATE MEETING WITH 
BREZHNEV AT WHICH ONLY TWO INTERPRETERS WERE PRESENT. 

KREISKY OFFERED ME SOME PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS REGARDING 
BREZHNEV'S HEALTH, AND VOLUNTEERED HIS OWN VIEWS ON 
CURRENT STATE OF SOVIET LEADERSHIP. HE ASKED THAT THIS 
INFORMATION BE GIVEN VERY LIMITED DISTRIBUTION WITHIN USG 
CIRCLES AND HE BE STRICTLY PROTECTED AS SOURCE SINCE 
PUBLIC DISCLOSURE WOULD MAKE RELATIVELY EASY HIS 
IDENTIFICATION AS SOURCE OF INFORMATION. KREISKY'S 
OBSERVATIONS FOLLOW. 

2. BREZHNEV'S HEALTH: BREZHNEV GAVE IMPRESSION OF BEING 
TIRED, VERY OLD MAN ALSO SUFFERING FROM WHAT SEEMED TO BE 
AFTEREFFECTS OF HIS RECENT BOUT WITH FLU. BREZHNEV, WHO 
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY VERY NERVOUS INTERPRETER ASSISTANT, 
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READ FROM PREPARED TEXTS THE SOVIET POSITIONS ON VARIOUS 
SUBJECTS UNDER DISCUSSION. BEFORE RESPONDING TO KREISKY'S 
QUERIES, BREZHNEV AT TIMES CONSULTED WITH INTERPRETER 
ASSISTANT TO BE ASSURED HIS PLANNED RESPONSES WERE 
CORRECT. KREISKY COMMENTED THAT THIS IS NOT THE 
DEMEANOR OF A MAN IN CONTROL OF A POWERFUL COUNTRY. 
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3. CURRENT STATE OF SOVIET LEADERSHIP: FOREGOING 
SITUATION PROMPTED KREISKY TO GIVE ME HIS OWN ASSESSMENT 
OF CURRENT STATE OF SOVIET LEADERSHIP AND POSSIBLE COURSE 
OF SHORT-TERM DEVELOPMENTS. HE SAID HIS LINE OF ANALYSIS, 
WHICH FOLLOWS, IS BASED ON HIS OWN OBSERVATIONS AND ON 
INFORMATION FROM WHAT HE TERMED WELL-INFORMED SOURCES. 

A) BREZHNEV IS NOT IN CHARGE AND IS NOT EFFECTIVE TOP 
SOVIET LEADER. HOWEVER. UNEASY POLITBURO MEMBERSHIP 
PREFERS TO HAVE BREZHNEV PLAY THIS ROLE RATHER THAN HAVE 
POLITBURO BECOME VENUE OF ACTIVE STRUGGLE OVER SUCCESSOR- 
SHIP AT THIS TIME. 

B) TOP SOVIET LEADERSHIP IS IN HANDS OF POLITBURO 
MEMBERSHIP CONSISTING OF OLD MEN WHO ABHOR CHANGE OF ANY 
KIND. NO ONE IN POLITBURO IS PUSHING HARD TO REPLACE OR 
SUCCEED BREZHNEV AT THIS TIME LEST HE BECOME TARGET FOR 
COUNTERACTION BY OTHERS. 

C) POLITBURO MEMBERS ARE WARY OF LEADERSHIP OF STATE 
SECURITY FORCES AND POSSIBLY ONE OR MORE AMBITIOUS 
POLITICAL MARSHALS. EFFORT IS THEREFORE UNDERWAY TO 
ASSOCIATE MILITARY LEADERSHIP MORE CLOSELY WITH POLITBURO 
AND TO USE SAME AS COUNTER-BALANCING FORCE IN RESERVE 
AGAINST POTENTIAL CHALLENGERS. 
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D) SUSLOV'S STANDING VIS-A-VIS BREZHNEV HAS BREN 
RAISED, BUT THIS GROWTH IN PRESTIGE HAS BEEN ON BASIS OF 
CASTING SUSLOV AS BREZHNEV SUPPORTER RATHER THAN AS A 
SUCCESSOR. THIS SUGGESTS, ACCORDING TO KRESIKY, THAT 
SUSLOV HIMSELF IS UNLIKELY CANDIDATE TO BREZHNEV 
SUCCESSORSHIP BUT IS MORE LIKELY TO BE TAPPED AS PERSON 
TO PUT FORWARD AT APPROPRIATE TIME NAME OF SUCCESSOR TO 
BREZHNEV. 

E) IN KREISKY'S VIEW, GROMYKO HAS GOOD POSSIBILITY OF 
BEING NAMED NOMINAL SUCCESSOR TO BREZHNEV. FOR THE 
SHORT-TERM, SUCH A MOVE WOULD PUT INTO KEY POSITION A 
COMPROMISE CANDIDATE WHO IS WELL KNOWN TO ALL MEMBERS OF 
POLITBURO, HAS HIMSELF ONLY LIMITED POWER AND DOES NOT 
APPEAR TO BE MAJOR THREAT TO ANY MEMBERS OF POLITBURO. 

4. COMMENT: WE ASSUME MAJOR DISPARITY BETWEEN COMMENTS ON 
BREZHNEV'S HEALTH ATTRIBUTED TO KREISKY IN REFTEL B 
("NOTHING UNUSUAL") AND IN REFTEL C (SHOCKING, SUGGESTING 
BREZHNEV NEAR END) REFLECTS KREISKY'S DESIRE TO AVOID 
BECOME IDENTIFIED BY SOVIETS AS SOURCE OF POSSIBLE 
DISTURBING REPORT MAKING ROUNDS IN MOSCOW ON BREZHNEV'S 
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